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I
In spring of 2006, the Colorado River 
Foundation joined the LCRA in embarking 
on the development of the Red Bud Center, 
a 35,000 square-foot, multipurpose building 
in a park-like setting alongside the 
Colorado River in west Austin. The project 
will incorporate green building elements 
such as the use of recycled products and a 
rainwater harvesting system. At the heart of 
the facility will be the LCRA’s emergency 
operations center, which will provide a 
central location and advanced technology 
for management of floods and other 
emergencies. The Colorado River 
Foundation will maximize this state-of-the-

art facility by offering programs and hands-
on learning opportunities at this site.

The 4.5 acre grounds will include an inter-
pretive park featuring exhibits that will help 
the public learn about natural resources, 
conservation, and stewardship, while 
demonstrating the operation of the 
Highland Lakes and dams system. These 
exhibits will offer an opportunity for CRF
to help share the story of the Colorado 
River with visitors from Austin and beyond. 
CRF will coordinate a volunteer program 
to implement walking tours for visitors
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RED BUD CENTER

CRF LAUNCHES EXCITING 
NEW PROGRAMS AT
RED BUD CENTER
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The Colorado River Foundation is 
pleased to announce that the 
Honorable Pam Akins has 
accepted the nomination for 
Board President effective July 1, 
2006. Mrs. Akins received her 
J. D. from the University of 
Houston Law Center and prac-
ticed law in Houston for several 
years. She was later elected to 
the Spring Branch ISD (Houston) 

Board of Trustees, where she served as Board Secretary 
and President. More recently, she was on the Lower 
Colorado River Authority Board of Directors (1997-2004), 
where she was Board Chair in 2001. In August 2006, she 
and her husband, Marty Akins, relocated from Marble 
Falls/Horseshoe Bay to Austin. 

In addition, Keith Jackson of 
PBS&J in Austin has also recent-
ly joined the Board of Directors. 
Mr. Jackson has more than 
twenty-six years of civil engi-
neering and project management 
experience. At PBS&J, he serves 

as a district director with responsibility for the manage-
ment, design, execution, and budgeting of civil engi-

neering projects. In an effort to give back to the com-
munity, Mr. Jackson has served on the City of Austin 
Zoning and Platting Commission since 2001. 

Former President Pat Robertson will remain on the 
Board of Directors, and has also joined the Board of 
Trustees of the Colorado River Endowment. During his 
tenure as Board President, the Foundation experienced a 
dramatic increase in our constituency, exciting growth in 
our programs, and record-breaking financial increases. 
He has set an extraordinary example for Board involve-
ment in the Foundation programs and leadership in the 
community, and we are fortunate to have him involved 
with our mission.

The Board has also experienced the departure of
Pete Winstead, who was an instrumental force in the 
creation and implementation of the Tributary League, 
amongst many other contributions. Additionally, 
Jack Martin has left the Board of Trustees of the 
Colorado River Endowment after several years of 
generous service to CRF. We are deeply grateful for 
their sustained support and dedication to the ongoing 
preservation of the Colorado River.  

B O A R D  D E V E L O P M E N T S

New CRF
Board President 
Pam Akins
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The Foundation 
recently hired 
Zach Horton 
as Grants 
& Programs 
Manager. Zach 
comes to CRF 

from the Texas State Historical 
Association, where his position as 
Development Officer provided exten-
sive research, fundraising, steward-
ship, marketing, editing, and event 
management experience. As Grants & 
Programs Manager, Zach will oversee 
ongoing and special programs, help 
coordinate cleanup events, manage 
corporate and foundation funding 
requests, and administer marketing 
activities for the Foundation. 

 12th Annual
Lake Travis Clean-Up
Needs You!!
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and students, as well as develop 
on-site informational materials, 
manage funding initiatives, and 
facilitate partnerships with community 
organizations and program sponsors. 
Upon completion of the building, 
scheduled for summer 2007, the 
Colorado River Foundation will also 
move its offices into the Red Bud 
Center. Soft opening of interpretive 
park programs is slated to begin in
the fall of 2007. 

This remarkable facility will provide
a unique opportunity for CRF to 
expand its audience and showcase 
its programs throughout the 
community. For more information 
about the Red Bud Center or to find 
out about sponsorship and volunteer 
opportunities, please contact our 
Executive Director, Emily George, at 
egeorge@coloradoriver.org.

The 2006 Lake Travis Clean-Up is on 

schedule for September 10, and there are still spots available 

for shoreline clean-up and event volunteers. There will be a 

volunteer and sponsor appreciation party held that evening at 

Carlos n’ Charlie’s with free food, drinks, and DJ, as well as 

opportunities to win prizes such as Most Unique Item found in 

the river! Please visit the Keep Austin Beautiful website at 

www.keepaustinbeautiful.org to volunteer for shoreline clean-up, 

or contact Emily George at egeorge@coloradoriver.org

to learn more about volunteering for dive clean-up or any 

other information.



Tributary League Members as of August 28, 2006

Over this past year, the Kids on the Colorado program served more than five thousand youth of Texas, drawn from eleven counties statewide, many of which were from underserved or at-risk backgrounds. The Kids on the Colorado program provides education in the form of both experiential and structured learning, and each participant receives attention 

and equipment needed to ensure a safe 
journey down the Colorado River. A 
perfect safety record was achieved during 
the facilitation of the 2005-06 Kids on the 
Colorado program. Each year the Texas 
Education Agency publishes guidelines 
for instructional field experiences, and 
they have recently cited LCRA’s Natural 
Science Centers, most notably McKinney 

Roughs Nature Park, as the 
model resource for the “outdoor 
classroom.”  The Foundation’s 
goal this year is to cover the full 
expenses of at least four 
hundred children in 2006-07, 
and grow this number to one 
thousand scholarship students 
within the next five years. All 

funds from each scholarship go directly to 
the program costs without CRF adminis-
trative deductions. 

Please contact Zach Horton at 
zhorton@coloradoriver.org for more 
information, or visit our website at www.
coloradoriver.org to make a tax-deductible 
donation today! 
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