Fundraising Tips for Colorado River Foundation and Austin Marathon

Make it personal
Refer to your personal experiences and reasons why you enjoy, appreciate and want to help preserve and protect the Colorado River. People respond and relate to a personal cause.

Tell them where and how to donate by giving them on the on-line link to donate. Lots of people love to donate online! http://www.active.com/donate/teamcrf
They can also find out more about the Foundation on our website www.coloradoriver.org and check us out on Facebook!
Be original
An original letter – including photos, a unique spin, etc. will get people’s attention. You don’t have to re-invent the wheel! You can also use the sample letter below.
Early on, make the ask
Don’t limit your donors, but ask for a specific range. A good phrase to use is to ask for “$10, $20, $50 or whatever your budget will allow.”  
You can also give them a specific idea of what their money will fund. People like to know what they are getting for their money. See descriptions of specific gift amounts in the sample letter.

Balance fact with feeling
Include items that match reason with emotion:

· What Colorado River Foundation is (fact)

· Why you are involved and what it means to you (feeling)

· When your race is and where the money goes (facts)

Set a deadline
Give a ten-day deadline for response. People respond when there is a sense of urgency. Tell them to write the check to the Colorado River Foundation (if they do not want to give online) and send it to your address.
Let them know they will receive a tax-deductible receipt for their records. Also, remind them to seek a company gift-match if offered.

Personalize with a handwritten note
Copy the letters and before stuffing into the envelope, handwrite in colored ink, on the top of the letter the person’s name and a quick line, “Hope you can support me!” Sign it in the same ink to add the personal touch.

